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“Reach up, Reach in, Reach out
Reach up to God, Reach in to know
God, Reach out in Love”
Westville United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Schedule:

June2020

9 am—10am Sunday School :
Adult Founders Room & Brick Room,
Children Basement
Fellowship 10 am—10:15 am
10:15 am—11:15 am Worship Service

Ways to Give !
Food Pantry—open Thurs. 4:30-5:30
Care & Share
We are providing food to families on

When weather cooperates, we are
having Drive-IN Church Sunday
mornings. 10 am praise music &
10:15 Church. Watch your email
and Face book messages for information.
Church is posted on Youtube each
Sunday. Pastor sends out the link!!

Tuesdays

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!!

THE WORD is a publication of Westville United Methodist Church at 154 Main St.,
P.O. Box 619; Westville, IN 46391

(219) 785-2314

*****CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY—THURSDAY, 3:15 to 7:15

Our Web Address is www.westvilleumc.org

In order to go green The Word will be e-mailed to you. Be sure to e-mail your address to Jane at
secretarywumc@csinet.net
Printed copies will continue to be available at the church for those who do not have e-mail.
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Greetings to you all in the name of Jesus Christ,
As I sit at my desk writing this letter, I do so with so many thoughts raging
through my mind. I’ve just gotten home from visiting a dear friend and church
member in the hospital. I can’t imagine how hard it is for the family to not be able to be with him
due to the hospital restrictions on visitors. They were, however, able to speak with him through
the use of technology where the nurse was able to connect them through a ZOOM meeting. I
am also thinking about the task of officiating a wedding for two young people in our church. It
will certainly not be their ideal marriage ceremony, and many people will not be able to attend
as originally planned. In this case, their love for each other and their desire to become one flesh
through the sacred act of marriage has more meaning than having a big wedding. They will
recommit their vows when things allow for it to happen safely. On top of these two things, I am
also trying to prepare the sermon for this Sunday and also address the State of the Church with
all of you.
The question is obviously…When will we start gathering in the church sanctuary again for
worship? In other communications, it was shared that our Bishop suggested that we wait until
at least June 14th based on the Governor’s 5-part plan and the recommendation of the CDC.
Here’s what it would look like if we were to gather on June 14th and we followed the guidelines
that have been put in place for in-house worship.
• Ask all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying at-risk health condition to
stay home and watch services online
• Ensure 6 feet between individuals or family units of the same households during services
• Space and mark seating, alternating rows when possible
• Clean between each service and disinfect high-contact surfaces regularly
• Place hand sanitizers in high-contact locations (e.g. bathroom, entry, exit) and ask staff,
members, and guests to sanitize their hands before entering the building
• Guests must put on a face covering before entering the building
•

Place signage telling staff, members, and guests to not enter if they are symptomatic or if
they have tested positive for COVID-19

Cont page 3
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• Implement non-contact greetings (no passing the peace, hugs, handshakes, etc.)
• Avoid handing out materials (no hymnals or bulletins)
• Keep coffee and other self-service stations closed (no coffee, tea, or cookies)
• Establish safety protocols for any communion and collection to avoid contact (no communion)
ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS • Consider waiting to reopen the preschool and children areas
until schools reopen. If open, do not place a mask on children age two (2) or under per CDC guidelines, and limit leaders in the preschool and children’s areas to those who do not have pre-existing
conditions and those under age 65 (no children’s Sunday school)
• If in-person music teams are used, use proper social distancing and limited team members
(corporate singing is not encouraged.)
My thought is this…with all the precautions we will need to take and the limitations we will be under
– I’m afraid that it will all be a distraction and take away from our worship. And if this “new way” of
worship isn’t any better than what we are currently doing with our drive-in service and recorded sermon being sent out via email, YouTube, and Facebook…then maybe we should reconsider opening
up the church so soon. I understand the desire that so many of us have to be together, but I feel as
though I have a responsibility to everyone to make a decision that considers not only your feelings,
but your health, safety, and peace of mind. With that being said, I am suggesting that we delay the
opening of our sanctuary until we can all feel safe in meeting together and we will be able to have
less distractions. As of today, I would like to suggest that we postpone our in-person services until
July 5, 2020 at the earliest. I would also like to hear from all of you on your thoughts. A brief survey
will be sent out soon to gather information on your needs, to help me better understand how I can
serve you, and to understand your feelings and concerns about our situation.
As I said earlier, I am also working on this week’s sermon. It happens to be Pentecost Sunday and
the suggested text comes from Acts 2 which starts out with, “When Pentecost Day arrived, they were
all together in one place”. After weeks of separation due to social distancing and quarantine, those
seven words, “they were all together in one place,” have renewed significance. While we might not
be able to see the red paraments on the altar in person, we can still worship together outside of the
church – in our cars, sitting in lawn chairs or the back of your pick-up truck – or by watching the sermon online. Let us remember in this season that the Holy Spirit draws us together and is present
within us while we remain apart.
Cont. page 4
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Continued page 3
At the end of the Pentecost story in the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit shows his power by bringing
over 3000 people together where they worshiped, prayed, studied, and ate together. We are all
missing these things – especially the eating! Let’s think about it this way…we are giving up our time
together because we recognize just how connected we actually are. Yes, we are apart. But because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we are not alone. We are connected to God
and to one another.
Acts 2:47 tells us that the first church “praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone.”
Online worship, drive-in church, and social distancing are a couple of ways we are following their example today.
While we are apart, we continue to be the church for one another, because the Holy Spirit is with us
wherever we are.
Thank you for your continued support, your patience, and your understanding. Please feel free to
contact me directly with any questions you have.
Remember – God loves you…and I love you…and there’s not a thing you can do about it.
Peace
Pastor Toby
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Resale Shop Opening
As we begin the preparations to reopen the Resale Shop we want everyone to know that
all of the decisions made were with the health and safety of our volunteers in mind. For
the month of June, we will only be open on 3 different dates - June 16th, 23rd, and 30th.
The store will be open on these dates from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The donation shed will
also only be open on these dates and times. We are asking that our volunteers wear face
masks during their shifts, and that you hand sanitize after every sale and monetary transaction. Hand sanitizer will be provided but we would appreciate it if you would bring
your own mask. The following restrictions and policy will be in place for our customers:)
*Only 5 people allowed in the store at a time.
*No one under 16 years of age will be allowed in the store.
*Face masks are required.
*The rest room will not be open to the public.
*The fitting room will be closed

.

We have our June shifts covered and one or both of the Jans will be on hand each of the
Tuesday dates in order to keep the customer count and the restrictions in place. Thank
you to those that have agreed to work these shifts. After seeing how June works, and
finding out how many of our volunteers will be comfortable working their regular shifts
in July, we will meet and determine what our July dates of operation will be. We understand that there may be some confusion and that not everyone will be happy with the
new guidelines, but we are doing what other retail stores are doing and the decisions
were made because we care about each of you and all of our customers. Together we will
make it through, with kindness, understanding, and love being the most important thing
we have to offer at our beloved little store.
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Items needed for the Food Pantry:
6/7 Cleaning products: laundry soap, dish soap,
mopping products
6/14 Pastas, noodles, macaroni, sauces,

Hamburger helper

6/21 Canned fruits and vegetables, soup
6/28 Crackers, cereal

TIME & LOCATION

Food Pantry Information:
The American Legion is now working in cooperation with the WMC Food Pantry ministry.
Please drop off donations of the above mentioned items at the Legion. For those
receiving donations, items may be picked up at the American Legion on Thursdays
from 4:30—5:30.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
INFORMATION FOR THE WORD IS DUE BY June 20th IN ORDER TO BE
READY FOR PUBLICATION BY June 25 TH AT THE LATEST.

CAN BE EMAILED TO

secretarywumc@csinet.net

Family Life Center is available for rental for parties and celebrations.
Contact the church office at 219-785-2314 for more information.
**********************************************************************************************************
Donate flowers for the altar. The cost is $35.00 and the flowers will be
ordered by Jane in the church office.
**********************************************************************************************************
Save your pop cans and bring them to the church. The money earned from
the can collection supports the Heifer Project.
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Men's
Breakfast
Cancelled due
to Stay At
Home Rule!

Cares and Concerns
Karen Emerich
Joan Ewing
Viny Moore
Arlene Hochstetler
Ramey Salyer
Bob McCaughey
David Dickinson
Ginny Piotrowicz

John Coulter Jr
Kelly Murphy
Annette Slater-Eichholtz
Rick Tetzloff
Carol Wyels
Reni Stallings
Bill Olson

Prayers for the Holcomb Family (Friends of Mary Howard)
*Thos suffering with addiction, poverty, &/or depression
*Unspoken Prayers
*Families
The Care Corner
Ruby White
Kathy Howard
Madeline Tetzloff
Howard Wikoren

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have a special need for prayer, the
prayer chain can be activated by calling church
Secretary Jane Bachman (785-2314)

Guidance & Protection
Brandun Schweizer
Quinn Bacon
Aaron Hale

All Military Personnel
All Victims of War

Pastor Toby Guill maybe reached @ 219-850-3768
Or email at toby.guill@inumc.org

********** Church Office Hours ********
Monday—Thursday 3:15-7:15pm
My hours vary, please call
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Address for cards:
Ruby White
Brentwood Rm 430
2002 Andrew Ave.
LaPorte, IN 46350

Chesterton Manor
Kathy Howard
110 Beverly Dr
Chesterton, In 46304

Bill Olson
774 N 625 E
Westville, IN 46391

Howard Wikoren
1105 W 10th St
LaPorte, In 46350

Calling all Gardeners
Giving & Attendance March & April
Date

Worship
3/29/2020 30+ Bags
4/5/2020 22 Cars Parade
4/12/2020 20 ish cars
4/19/2020 You Tube
4/26/2020 25 Cars
5/3/2020 30 cars
5/10/2020 29 cars
5/17/2020 20 cars
5/24/2020 24 Cars

As you begin planning for your gardens
Remember to plan extra for the Free Farmers
Market

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,050.00
2,231.00
1,020.00
1,637.42
3,043.00
2,070.00
1,085.00
1,372.00
2,085.00

To begin as soon as we have produce to share in
July.

Give as the Lord calls you to give:
be as generous to God as God has been to you!
Thank you for being Faithful Givers

During the Stay at Home Rule your tithes and offerings maybe mailed to
WUMC P O Box 619, Westville, In 46391
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June Birthdays
Elmo Elliott
Rod Martin
Frank Bagwell
Elijah Davis
Jan Koss
Jacque Pitrowski
Deb Adkins
Paige Nittner
Amanda Kelly

June Dates of Joining

1-Jun
2-Jun
13-Jun
15-Jun
18-Jun
25-Jun
26-Jun
28-Jun
29-Jun

June Anniversaries
John & Missy Culbertson
Shane & Kandi Jo Hale
Juan & Emily Olmos
Jim & Ruby Anderson
Steve & Bobbie Bachman
Robert & Cathy Allison
Ed & Jacque Pitrowski

Volume 51 Issue 6

6/27/2004 Judy Cavinder
6/17/2007 Erin Cherry
6/17/2007 Marion Cherry
6/1/2003 Jerry Elkins
6/12/1983 Sheryl Elliott
6/27/2004 Jane Pawlik
6/27/2004 Steve Satkoski
6/27/2004 Renni Stallings
6/27/2004 Ron Stallings
6/27/2004 Holly Tomblin
6/27/2004 Mike Tomblin
6/27/2004 Brenda Vann
6/13/1993 Evert White
6/27/2004 Karen White

3-Jun
5-Jun
7-Jun
11-Jun
11-Jun
12-Jun
14-Jun

WELCOME STATEMENT
“With open hearts, open minds and open
doors; we welcome people of all races, nationalities theologies and abilities. We welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities. We offer a safe and compassionate
place to reconcile faith, identity, hope, understanding and mutual respect”.

Sunday School Teachers are needed.

Westville United Methodist Church

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to teach and care for our children. We still need a few more people to fill in occasionally as a substitute. Teaching children can be a blessing to the teacher as well as the
children. They are the future of our church.

30
Resale Shop 9-4pm
OEA 6pm Brick Rm

29

Trustee Meeting 6:30

28

Tops FLC 5-6:30pm

Resale Shop 9-4pm
OEA 6pm Brick Rm

22

21

24

TOPS FLC 5-6:30 pm

Resale Shop 9am-4pm
6 p.m. OEA Brick Rm

23

17

16

15

14

10

3

Wed

9

2

Tue

8

1

Mon

25

18

Church Council 6:30pm

11

4

Thu

June 2020

7

Sun

TOPS-Take Off Pounds Sensibly

OEA-Over Eaters Anonymous

FLC-Family Life Center

26

19

12

5

Fri

27

20

13

Wedding

6

Sat

