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“Reach up, Reach in, Reach out
Reach up to God, Reach in to know
God, Reach out in Love”
Westville United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Schedule:

July 2020

9 am—10am Sunday School :
Adult Founders Room & Brick Room,
Children Basement
Fellowship 10 am—10:15 am
10:15 am—11:15 am Worship Service

We will continue DRIVE IN CHURCH
Through the month of July!
It is working!
10:00 Praise Music, 10:15am Worship
Radio 91.3 anywhere around the church area!

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!!

THE WORD is a publication of Westville United Methodist Church at 154 Main St.,
P.O. Box 619; Westville, IN 46391

(219) 785-2314

*****CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY—THURSDAY, 3:15 to 7:15

Our Web Address is www.westvilleumc.org

In order to go green The Word will be e-mailed to you. Be sure to e-mail your address to Jane at
secretarywumc@csinet.net
Printed copies will continue to be available at the church for those who do not have e-mail.
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IF IT AINT BROKE – DON’T FIX IT… written on June 26, 2020
A couple of weeks ago, an announcement was made that we were going
to possibly open our sanctuary back up to in person worship on July 5th.
The decision to reopen on that specific date was in accordance with Indiana Governor Eric
Holcomb’s 5 part plan to reopen Indiana. The fifth and final phase of his plan is scheduled to be
rolled out on July 4th. While, at this time, that is still the Governors plan – we…your church
leadership…would like to give things a little more time.
Every week, on Wednesday, Governor Holcomb and his team, gives an update on the
Indianapolis news station to inform us Hoosiers about how the pandemic is affecting the people
of this great State. This past week, there were 281 new cases of COVID-19 reported bringing
the total in the state to 43,140 people that have contracted the virus. In the past week, there
were 9 new deaths bringing the total death count to 2,386.
The Methodist founder, John Wesley, spoke of Three Simple Rules – Do No Harm, Do Good,
and Stay in Love With God. As a Methodist and as your pastor, I feel that rushing into the
sanctuary for in person worship could potentially be harmful. While statistically, the percentages
of new cases, deaths, and hospitalization seems to be trending down – would I be doing GOOD
by potentially putting your health at risk? And as I continue my own journey with Christ and as I
continue to love God with all of my heart, mind, and soul – I also love you. I could not live with
myself if one of my flocks ended up contracting this virus after sitting in the sanctuary for 45
minutes. It’s just not worth the risk.
And besides…if it ain’t broke – don’t fix it. I am loving the drive-in church thing – and from what
I hear…you all are enjoying it too.

We will continue to work on improving the worship

experience for you, improving the quality of the sound.

Improve the quality of the video

sermons. And while we are working on that, we will also be closely monitoring the situation with
the weekly updates from the government and the CDC. As of today, we are looking at August
2nd as the new projected reopening date.
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Here’s what we will need from you. When we do move back into the sanctuary, we are going to
need a few things. First of all, we will need to stock up on cleaning supplies. I know that right now,
it’s hard to find Clorox wipes or Lysol – but if you find any kind of anti-bacterial spray or cleaning
product we can use to disinfect surfaces like the pews, door handles, light switches, bathrooms,
etc… And any hand sanitizer…The church will gladly accept your donations.
Next thing we will need is VOLUNTEERS. When we reopen, I would like to have volunteers to serve
as ushers and to help make the worship experience as hands free as possible. These ushers will be
stationed at every door to open the door for our guests so to avoid having to touch handles. Ushers
will also help direct people to their seats where social distancing guidelines will likely still need to be
followed.
Lastly, for now anyway (we might think of other stuff), we will need a team of volunteers to deep
clean and disinfect the church every Sunday. Before and after the service – surface areas will need
to be wiped down with disinfectant as a precaution.
I wish I could tell you that things are going to be back to normal soon…Reality is…I think we need to
redefine what “normal” is.
While this new normal might not be ideally what we want, my hope is that it will bring us closer to
God and to be even more reliant on Him and His provisions. That, while we are closely listening to
the news reports on how we should all act and what we should do to avoid getting sick – we should
pay even more attention to what God is telling us – through His Word – on how we should act and
what we should do to avoid eternal death.
Stay hopeful – stay faithful – and stay encouraged. God is still in control.

Blessings,
Pastor Toby
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College Bound
Joseph Stark received our Church Scholarship.
Joey plans to attend Mount St Joseph
College in Cincinnati, OH
He will study Sports Management and play
Soccer

Saying - See You Later to David and Sunny McKee
The McKee’s are moving to Chicago to help take care of their
Grandson Evan.
We presented them with a photo album to keep track of their time in Chicago
and Evan.
We will miss them!! :(
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On Thursday June 18, four people went out into the community to deliver yard signs to the members of our
great church. It took about 3 hours, but we were able to deliver 45 signs with the message “You are LOVED –
always”. Our hope was to spread the message of love in a unique way where not only was the message intended for you to see – but also for everyone who walked or drove past it. It was meant to serve as a reminder that while we may not be together physically, we are spiritually bound to one another in love.
Now its your turn to spread the love. The challenge is for you to now deliver your sign to someone that you
think could really benefit from knowing that they are being thought of and that they are loved. Maybe it’s a
neighbor, or a family member…or maybe you could stick one in the ground outside of the police station or
fire department. Is there someone in the community that works in the medical field that has been working
so hard to help others while putting their own health at risk? Give it some thought and then share with the
church where your sign ended up and why. Take a picture and email it or post it on Facebook. Let’s spread
the love throughout all of Westville and our neighboring towns.
What the world needs now…is LOVE!
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June, 2020 brought a new and different way of keeping the Resale Shop open and yet maintaining
safety for our customers and our volunteers. After much discussion, the board came up with a plan
in which we could still be a presence in our community but continue to adhere to the CDC and our
Bishop’s guidelines. We were only open for 3 Tuesdays in June, but those days brought with them
much needed connection and joy. Our customers were elated to once again be back in our little
shop. People had kindly held on to their donations so that they could bring them to us when we
could once again accept them. We found out that we have some amazing people who love to support us and that we are blessed with some awesome customers who have become like family. We
had well over 60 customers every day we were open, all of which were more than patient waiting
their turn to come into the store and didn’t mind the rules of wearing a mask and not using the fitting
room or restroom. Our last Tuesday in June was also our first ever parking lot sale. Since we had
been limited on how many days we were open, we found ourselves with an overabundance of items
that we felt needed to be offered to our customers. With much work and planning, it was decided to
have a big sale! Since we were still only having 5 customers in the store at one time, we decided to
offer them additional opportunities to shop by expanding our sales to the outside. Amazing deals
were offered and we were able to give back to our customers and community who have been so
faithful in donating, shopping, and spreading the word about our store. All of the clothing, shoes, and
scarves remaining after the sale were then given to a charity that offers free shopping to people during the holidays. Donation gifts that keep on giving! Hallelujah! Even though the day was extremely
hot, and the work was not easy, we were blessed with many, many volunteers who came out to help
us! We appreciated each one of them immensely, but want to give a huge shout-out to Mary Howard and Amy McMahon for taking this project on making it such a success. We ended the day exhausted but very happy!
This month, we were also able to help a family of 6 who were victims of a house fire in which they
lost all of their belongings. We had them come in on a day the store was closed to the public in order
for them to shop at their leisure.
The store will go back to our regular shop hours on July 7th. We want to thank those volunteers who
have been willing to pick up a few extra shifts or change their normal schedule to adjust to the vacancies for those volunteers not able to come back just yet. Please make sure to look at your calendars each week to confirm the days you agreed to work. We really appreciate you!
Also, since the shed will now be open all of the time, we have decided to break up our stocking days
so that there aren’t too many in the shop at the same time. Once again, we really need some strong
and willing guys who could come in on Mondays and Fridays to unload the shed so that we can get
the store stocked before the days we are open.
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This last month has been an eye-opening experience. It was wonderful to hear the stories of how
our volunteers and customers spent their at home time, seeing their joy at being able to shop at our
store again, watching as they reconnected with others they haven’t seen in a while, and to see how
God worked through so many lives to bring hope and peace during a difficult time. Yes, the store
made money - amounts which surprised us all. For us, however, the biggest positive in all of this
was realizing how much more we are than just the little thrift store on Main St. in Westville. We are
truly a mission of love in this community. Building relationships with those that visit us, helping those
in need, expanding our friendships to all who volunteer, and being able to serve God in such an
awesome place has blessed us in more ways than we could ever count. Life is good but our God is
great!!! To Him we give the glory.
Jan and Jan

Red Cross Blood Drive July 28th
10am—3pm
Family Life Center

THE

Page 8

Join us in local missions!

W O RD

Volume 51 Issue 7

Items needed for the Food Pantry:
7/5 - Paper Products: toilet paper, tissue, foil & etc.
7/12—Canned meats, tuna, chicken…
7/19—Canned Fruits, & Vegetables, Soups
7/26—Condiments: Ketchup, mustard, relish, mayo, dressings

TIME & LOCATION

Food Pantry Information:
The American Legion is now working in cooperation with the WMC Food Pantry ministry.
Please drop off donations of the above mentioned items at the Legion. For those
receiving donations, items may be picked up at the American Legion on Thursdays
from 4:30—5:30.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
INFORMATION FOR THE WORD IS DUE BY July 20th IN ORDER TO BE
READY FOR PUBLICATION BY July 25 TH AT THE LATEST.

CAN BE EMAILED TO

secretarywumc@csinet.net

Family Life Center is available for rental for parties and celebrations.
Contact the church office at 219-785-2314 for more information.
**********************************************************************************************************
Donate flowers for the altar. The cost is $35.00 and the flowers will be
ordered by Jane in the church office.
**********************************************************************************************************
Save your pop cans and bring them to the church. The money earned from
the can collection supports the Heifer Project.
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Men's
Breakfast
Cancelled due
to Stay At
Home Rule!

Cares and Concerns
Karen Emerich
Joan Ewing
Viny Moore
Arlene Hochstetler
Ramey Salyer
Bob McCaughey
David Dickinson

John Coulter Jr
Kelly Murphy
Annette Slater-Eichholtz
Rick Tetzloff
Carol Wyels
Reni Stallings
Ginny Piotrowicz

The Family of Bill Olson

Prayers for the Holcomb Family (Friends of Mary Howard)
*Thos suffering with addiction, poverty, &/or depression
*Unspoken Prayers
*Families
The Care Corner
Ruby White
Kathy Howard
Madeline Tetzloff
Howard Wikoren

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have a special need for prayer, the
prayer chain can be activated by calling church
Secretary Jane Bachman (785-2314)

Guidance & Protection
Brandun Schweizer
Quinn Bacon
Aaron Hale
Kyle Titus

All Military Personnel
All Victims of War

Pastor Toby Guill maybe reached @ 219-850-3768
Or email at toby.guill@inumc.org

********** Church Office Hours ********
Monday—Thursday 3:15-7:15pm
My hours vary, please call
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Address for cards:
Ruby White
Brentwood Rm 102
2002 Andrew Ave.
LaPorte, IN 46350

Chesterton Manor
Kathy Howard
110 Beverly Dr
Chesterton, In 46304

Howard Wikoren
1105 W 10th St
LaPorte, In 46350

Calling all Gardeners
Giving & Attendance
Date
5/31/2020
6/7/2020
6/14/2020
6/21/2020

Worship
27 Cars
29 Cars
25 Cars
28 Cars

$
$
$
$

Giving
1,165.00
1,835.00
2,089.00
1,550.00

As you begin planning for your gardens
Remember to plan extra for the Free Farmers
Market
To begin as soon as we have produce to share in
July.

Give as the Lord calls you to give:
be as generous to God as God has been to you!
Thank you for being Faithful Givers

During the Stay at Home Rule your tithes and offerings maybe mailed to
WUMC P O Box 619, Westville, In 46391
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July Birthdays
Linda Allison
Duane Grostefon
Eric Long
Janice Buchanan
Summer Gifford
Layn Hill
John Culbertson
Jamie Poloncak
Betty Townsend
Heidi Nittner
Steve Swanson
Sandy Ames
Juan Olmos
Kim Glassley
Emily Nittner
Troy Pluimer
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July Dates of Joining

1-Jul
1-Jul
1-Jul
8-Jul
8-Jul
10-Jul
14-Jul
16-Jul
18-Jul
19-Jul
20-Jul
22-Jul
22-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
25-Jul

7/30/2006 Linda Allison
7/12/2009 Elijah Davis
7/12/2009 George Davis
7/12/2009 Lynn Davis
7/12/2009 Jen Dobos
7/12/2009 Kathy Howard
7/30/2006 Joe Smith
7/20/1998 Dawn Tharp
7/20/1998 Doug Tharp

July Anniversaries
Charley & Jean Herrold
Duane & Cathy Jo Grostefon
James & Victoria Zimmerle

WELCOME STATEMENT
“With open hearts, open minds and open
doors; we welcome people of all races, nationalities theologies and abilities. We welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities. We offer a safe and compassionate
place to reconcile faith, identity, hope, understanding and mutual respect”.

Sunday School Teachers are needed.

3-Jul
17-Jul
17-Jul

Westville United Methodist Church

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to teach and care for our children. We still need a few more people to fill in occasionally as a substitute. Teaching children can be a blessing to the teacher as well as the
children. They are the future of our church.

6

13

20

27

5

12

19

26

Trustee Meeting 6:30

Mon

Sun

TOPS-Take Off Pounds Sensibly

OEA-Over Eaters Anonymous

FLC-Family Life Center

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Tops FLC 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Red Cross Blood Drive
10-3pm
Resale Shop 9-12
OEA 6pm Brick Rm

Tops 5-6:30 FLC
Resale Shop 1-4pm

29

Tops FLC 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9-12
OEA 6pm Brick Rm

28

22

Tops FLC 5-6:30 pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9am-12
6 p.m. OEA Brick Rm

21

15

Tops FLC 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 1-4pm

30

Resale Shop 1-4pm

23

Resale Shop 1-4pm

16

Resale Shop 1-4 pm
Church Council 6:30pm

9

2

1

8

Thu

Wed

14

Resale Stop 9-12
6pm OEA Brick Rm

7

Tue

July 2020

31

24

17

Resale Shop 9-12

25

Resale Shop 9-12

18

Resale Shop 9-12

11

4

3

10

Sat

Fri

