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“Reach up, Reach in, Reach out
Reach up to God, Reach in to know
God, Reach out in Love”
Westville United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Schedule:

December 2020

Drive In Service Radio Station 91.3
Fellowship 10 am—10:15 am
10:15 am— Worship Service

We continue Drive In Worshjp Service
Sunday Mornings

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service at 11pm
Drive In Service—you won’t be disappointed!

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!!

THE WORD is a publication of Westville United Methodist Church at 154 Main St.,
P.O. Box 619; Westville, IN 46391

(219) 785-2314

*****CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY—THURSDAY, 3:15 to 7:15

Our Web Address is www.westvilleumc.org

In order to go green The Word will be e-mailed to you. Be sure to e-mail your address to Jane at
secretarywumc@csinet.net
Printed copies will continue to be available at the church for those who do not have e-mail.
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From the Pastor…December 2020
I can hardly believe it’s already December. I think most of us are ready for this
year to be over as 2020 was a really bad year for a lot of people. Of course, I
don’t think that when the New Years Eve ball comes crashing down in Time
Square that everything is going to go back to the way things were in 2019 B.C. (Before COVID).
So, I look for happiness and joy wherever I can find it.
As we enter into the Christmas season, the thing that brings me joy is watching old Christmas
movies. One in particular has been my favorite for years and it’s The Bishop’s Wife. Cary
Grant plays a suave angel who comes to earth to save a woman and her Episcopal priest
husband from spiritual doubt, and a lack of love for life itself. This movie was produced in 1947
making it 73 years old – but it is an amazing film that is timeless. At the end of the movie, the
priest stands in front of his congregation on Christmas Day to deliver a sermon. This sermon…
Tonight, I want to tell you the story of an empty stocking.
Once upon a midnight clear, there was a child's cry, a blazing star hung over a stable,
and wise men came with birthday gifts. We haven't forgotten that night down the
centuries. We celebrate it with stars on Christmas trees, with the sound of bells, and with
gifts.
But especially with gifts. You give me a book; I give you a tie. Aunt Martha has always
wanted an orange squeezer and Uncle Henry can do with a new pipe. For we forget
nobody, adult or child. All the stockings are filled, all that is, except one. And we have
even forgotten to hang it up. The stocking for the child born in a manger. It’s his birthday
we're celebrating. Don't let us ever forget that.
Let us ask ourselves what He would wish for most. And then, let each put in his share,
loving kindness, warm hearts, and a stretched-out hand of tolerance. All the shinning
gifts that make peace on earth.
In times such as these, it can be easy to forget the reason for the season. In times such as
these, it’s understandable that we lose our joy – our sense of wonder – our love and kindness
towards others as we focus on the negative. I pray that you are able to reconnect with Jesus
during this season and that you are able to experience His hope, His Joy, and His unwavering
love for you and that you may have peace on earth.
Thank you all for your continued support and remember that God loves you, and I love you, and
there is nothing you can do about it.
Merry Christmas
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Interested in helping put the basement back together! We need you! Call the
office and let us know you can help. We need ideas and workers for this project. 219-785-2314
We have moved the furniture out of the KDO part of the basement.
The next part is to brush and sand the walls where there is corrosion, and repair the walls. We will also finish the walls and replace flooring as necessary.
We are excited to begin to plan for our Sunday school program to be active
again.
We need your help!
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We are supporting the Heifer Project. We will use the money collected to purchases animals. The animals are usually a pay it forward animal that someone receives and then passes new chicks or eggs, rabbits—babies to share
with others. The Resale Shop has agreed to match out donations. When
giving please mark your donation so we can get them to the correct fund.

THE

Page 4

W O RD

Volume 51 Issue 12

Care & Share Friday Back Pack Ministry
( With the kids on virtual learning, we are still collection items in preparation for their return to school)
The WUMC BACKPACKS ministry is in business again, and is currently supplying 37 food bags weekly
to kids in grades K-12 at Westville Schools. Because of the Pandemic, there are some new safety
guidelines. All food must be pre-packaged. The following items are needed:
Canned meals, such as spaghettio’s, ravioli,
Canned meats, such as chicken, tuna
Mac & cheese meals or individual servings
Cereal (individual servings or smaller boxes that will fit in a bag
Pancake mix
Snacks Individually packaged such as Cheezits, crackers, pretzels, nuts, raisins,
Granola bars, breakfast bars
Individual serving fruit cups, such as applesauce, peaches, pears
Individual Instant oatmeal
Individual Puddings
Hot cocoa to be mixed with water

NO LONGER NEEDED: ramen noodles, popcorn, zip lock bags
We also really need volunteers! PACKERS (Thursday’s) and DELIVERERS (Fridays)
PLEASE CONTACT KAY TETZLOFF TO VOLUNTEER.
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A Message from the Finance Committee
There is definitely no doubt that we are facing trying times. With our ongoing concerns of dealing
with the pandemic, the political angst facing our country, the virtual education that our children are
dealing with, and the uncertainty of jobs, finance, health, and future security, it comes as no surprise that our thoughts and priorities have changed. We may feel helpless and ungrounded. It is,
however, more important now than ever before to keep our eyes focused upon our one and true
Savior -– God!
The Ad Council has been keeping a close eye on the finances of the church. We are not in imminent financial danger and are able to pay our basic bills, our basement loan payment, and cover
payroll expenses. We are noticing, however, a continuing downward trend in our giving, especially over the last two months. We know we are blessed with very faithful givers. We recognize
that since we are doing church differently these days, that your offering to the church may be
something easily overlooked. Covid may have changed what going to church looks like, but it has
not stopped us from being the church. We continued with the Backpack program for over 40 kids
weekly, we took Thanksgiving dinner supplies to several families, we are looking to possibly bless
a few families during Christmas, our Blessing Box continues to be used and filled, and we have
been able to help others through the Resale shop and the Food Pantry. These are things that we
have been able to continue doing. We do, however, have a huge dream of being able to do so
much more! Within the last two weeks we have had a family within our community whose house
burned and left them needing everything. Another family contacted us needing assistance with
rent and utilities. How great would it be to be able to have funds available to occasionally be able
to lend a helping hand to those in need of assistance? This pandemic may have altered our circumstances, but our impact on ministry and our desire to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us,
remains increasingly important. We, as a community of faith, remain strong in our mission together to be God’s hands and feet, and to bring the wonderful news of Jesus Christ to those we
meet on the way. The church needs to remain strong during this time and we offer grace and
prayers to all those facing difficult times. Our request to each of you at this time is to keep our
church ministries and finances in your prayers as we engage in ministry together. Investing in the
church is an important part of our commitment to Christ! Faithful giving is not only a spiritual process but a very spiritual reward. Let us be beacons of hope, encouragement, patience, prayer, and
generosity as we share the abundance of our many blessings with those less fortunate and to
maintain the necessary needs of our beloved church.
There are several different ways in which you can give financially to the church. First and foremost,
put it to prayer and listen for God’s direction. If you attend drive-in church on Sunday mornings,
you may leave your offering in the basket provided. If you are attending church online or over the
radio, you can easily mail your offering check to the church at P.O. Box 619, Westville, IN 46391.
We pray that God will bless your offering and your generous heart and that it may be used to bring
glory and honor to Him.
“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Jesus Christ.”
Philippians 4:19
Remain safe. Remain healthy. Remain faithful. And remain anchored in
Christ’s love!
Jan Buchanan, Finance Chair
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Items needed for the Food Pantry:

12/6 Cleaning products: laundry soap, dish soap,
mopping products
12/13 Pastas, noodles, macaroni, sauces, Hamburger helper
12/20 Canned fruits and vegetables, soup
12/27 Crackers, cereal

TIME & LOCATION

Food Pantry Information:
The American Legion is now working in cooperation with the WMC Food Pantry ministry.
Please drop off donations of the above mentioned items at the Legion. For those
receiving donations, items may be picked up at the American Legion on Thursdays
from 4:30—5:30.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
INFORMATION FOR THE WORD IS DUE BY December 20th IN ORDER TO BE
READY FOR PUBLICATION BY Dec. 25 TH AT THE LATEST.

CAN BE EMAILED TO

secretarywumc@csinet.net

Family Life Center is available for rental for parties and celebrations.
Contact the church office at 219-785-2314 for more information.
**********************************************************************************************************
Donate flowers for the altar. The cost is $35.00 and the flowers will be
ordered by Jane in the church office.
**********************************************************************************************************
Save your pop cans and bring them to the church. The money earned from
the can collection supports the Heifer Project.
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Cares and Concerns
Health and Healing
Karen Emerich
Kelly Murphy
Arlene Hochstetler
Ramey Salyer
Bob McCaughey
David Dickinson
Pat Aragon & Family
Kim Buchanan
Jerry McCall
Cheryl White

Joan Ewing
Viny Moore
Rick Tetzloff
Carol Wyels
Reni Stallings
Ginny Piotrowicz
Cici Cifaldi
Warren Howard
Ron McCall
Roy & Ann Gropp

The Family of John Coulter Jr.
The Family of Carol Warnock
*Thos suffering with addiction, poverty, &/or depression
*Unspoken Prayers
*Families
The Care Corner
Howard Wikoren
Kathy Howard
Madeline Tetzloff

Guidance & Protection
Brandun Schweizer
Quinn Bacon
Aaron Hale
Kyle Titus

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have a special need for prayer, the
prayer chain can be activated by calling church
Secretary Jane Bachman (785-2314)

All Military Personnel
All Victims of War

Pastor Toby Guill maybe reached @ 219-850-3768
Or email at toby.guill@inumc.org

********** Church Office Hours ********
Monday—Thursday 3:15-7:15pm
My hours vary, please call
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Hats, Scarves, Mittens
Are needed for the Community Christmas Baskets
They need to be at the church by Dec. 13th.
Christmas Baskets will be picked up on Dec. 14th

Attendance & Giving
Date
Worship
10/25/2020 No church
11/1/2020 No church
11/8/2020
28
11/15/2020
17
11/22/2020
30

Giving
$
$
$ 3,765.00
$
718.00
$ 1,020.00

Give as the Lord calls you to give:
be as generous to God as God has been to you!
Thank you for being Faithful Givers

Your tithes and offerings maybe mailed to
WUMC P O Box 619, Westville, In 46391
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Dec. Birthdays
Pearl Moore
Amy McMahon
Ron Elliott
Elora Bachman
Brenda Vann
Aaron Hale
Sam Elliston
Doug Adkins
Jane Bachman
Toby Guill
Madison Bryant
Holly Martin
Peggy VanMeter
Cathy Murphy
Carol Wyels
Karen Jerde
Warren Howard

1-Dec
2-Dec
3-Dec
5-Dec
5-Dec
9-Dec
10-Dec
12-Dec
13-Dec
14-Dec
15-Dec
18-Dec
18-Dec
19-Dec
23-Dec
29-Dec
31-Dec

Volume 51 Issue 10

Dec. Dates of Joining
12/29/2002 Leslie Daugherty
12/29/2002 Sue Daugherty
12/28/2003 Mary DeGarmo
12/28/2003 Russ GeGarmo
12/20/1960 Helen Hershman
12/24/2000 Herb Lennartz
12/24/2000 Linda Lennartz
12/20/1981 Kay Tetzloff
12/17/2017 David McKee
12/17/2017 Sunny McKee

Dec. Anniversaries
Nick & Layn Hill
Bob & Sheila McCaughey
Ray & Cheryl White

WELCOME STATEMENT
“With open hearts, open minds and open
doors; we welcome people of all races, nationalities theologies and abilities. We welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities. We offer a safe and compassionate
place to reconcile faith, identity, hope, understanding and mutual respect”.

1-Dec
20-Dec
23-Dec

Westville United Methodist Church

21

28

27

Christmas Basket
Distribution 4-6pm

20

Christmas Basket
Prep

14

13

Happy Birthday Pastor!

7

Mon

6

The Resale Shop is
closed at this time
due to Covid

Sun

30
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9-12

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9-12

29

23

Resale Shop 1-4pm

22

Resale Shop 9am-12

16

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9-12

15

9

8

Resale Shop 1-4pm

2

1

Resale Shop 9-12

Wed

Tue

Resale Shop 1-4pm

31

Christmas Eve Drive
In Service 11 pm

24

Resale Shop 1-4pm

17

Resale Shop 1-4 pm

10

Resale Shop 1-4pm

3

Thu

December 2020

Jan 1

25

18

11

5

4

Resale Shop 9-12pm

2

Resale Shop 9-12

26

Resale Shop 9-12

19

Resale Shop 9-12

12

Resale Shop 9-noon

Sat

Fri

TOPS-Take Off Pounds Sensibly

FLC-Family Life Center

