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“Reach up, Reach in, Reach out
Reach up to God, Reach in to know
God, Reach out in Love”
Westville United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Schedule:

January 2021

Drive In Service Radio Station 91.3
Fellowship 10 am—10:15 am
10:15 am— Worship Service

We continue Drive In Worshjp Service
Sunday Mornings
10 am
Radio Station 91.3

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!!

THE WORD is a publication of Westville United Methodist Church at 154 Main St.,
P.O. Box 619; Westville, IN 46391

(219) 785-2314

*****CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY—THURSDAY, 3:15 to 7:15

Our Web Address is www.westvilleumc.org

In order to go green The Word will be e-mailed to you. Be sure to e-mail your address to Jane at
secretarywumc@csinet.net
Printed copies will continue to be available at the church for those who do not have e-mail.
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From the Pastor…
Hello church, and Happy New Year to all of you! Have you ever welcomed in a
New Year – and hopefully, a new start – more than the way we have been
looking forward to the end of 2020? As we enter into this new year with hope
and anticipation of things to come, let us not completely forget (not that we can) all that has
happened in this past year.
We welcomed 2020 with open arms like we would any other year…not knowing that this would
not be like any other year we have experienced.
In February, we showered Bill Olson with birthday cards from everyone in the congregation as
we recognized and celebrated his 90th birthday. His family would surprise him by showing up to
church for worship followed by a party with cake and punch and a menagerie of photos from his
life. We would have an Ash Wednesday Service, kick off the Lenten Fish Fries, and add one
extra day to the calendar as we observed Leap Year!
March would be the last time the Men’s Breakfast Club would meet at the Greenway Café. As
we were all preparing to celebrate Easter, on March 15th, Jan Buchanan would deliver the last
service in the sanctuary titled, “Jesus Stepped In”, where she showcased stories of hope and
faith from those who attend our church. On March 16th, the decision was made to cancel inperson church services, the fish fries, and the operations at the Resale Shop due to the
announcement of a global pandemic known as coronavirus or COVID-19. Realizing the need to
stay connected as a church family, we introduced a temporary solution that became known as
“Bag-O-Church” where bags were passed out in a drive-thru fashion that contained scripture
readings, coloring pages, crafts, and pictures. As we began to receive more information about
the virus and wanted to keep everyone safe, the distribution of bags ended after a couple of
weeks. Our church partnered with the Westville Schools to assist with passing out meals to the
families of children that would not be receiving breakfast and lunch due to school closings.
In April, in-person services continued to be cancelled and we started to worship virtually through
weekly online video messages posted on YouTube, Facebook and links sent out by email. We
were making weekly phone calls to our parishioners to stay connected in a time when it was
unsafe to be together physically.
Our Care & Share ministry continued to operate in May and in addition to the Backpack Ministry,
our church supported 7 Westville families with weekly grocery boxes including staples such as
eggs, butter, bread, meat, potatoes, etc. Kay Tetzloff played a huge roll in this expression of
love and compassion and we are so grateful for her missional heart. Drive-In church services
began to be our “new normal” way of worship. At the end of May, I was invited to visit Bill Olson
in the hospital. It would be the last time I would visit with him. I would officiate at his funeral in
June.
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In June, we recognized that Drive-In Services and virtual worship was working really well for us
and found ourselves sitting outside on lawn chairs in the sun listening over portable radios on
91.3 FM thanks to the multi-talented and gifted Jerde Family to whom I am forever grateful. We
awarded Joey Stark with a church scholarship and wished him luck as he prepared to leave for
college at Mount St. Joseph. We also offered well wishes to David and Sunny McKee as they
picked up and moved to Chicago where they could be closer to their new grandson and offer
their assistance in caring for him.
In July, after going back and forth on when we would return to the sanctuary and following
Governor Holcomb’s 5-part plan – we took on a new attitude of, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” We
also shifted our focus from the Governor’s plan to that of John Wesley, the founder of
Methodism, and his 3 Simple Rules that state, “Do No Harm, Do Good, and Stay in Love with
God.” In July, we would host a blood drive that would end up having 26 donors with 7 of them
being first time donors. In an effort to connect with the community during this time, we hosted
an outdoor movie night in partnership with Jimmy’s Grub & Pub where we showed the animated
movie “Toy Story” on the south lawn of the church.
August provided more opportunities to reach out to the community of Westville by continuing the
annual tradition of offering the Free Farmers Market on Mondays. We would also host Power
Lab One Day Vacation Bible School where our children and volunteers would be wearing masks
and sanitizing and washing their hands often throughout the day. Steve Swanson would
approach me again about him wanting to be baptized by full immersion. This time, he offered a
great location to be able to do it. We would pack up and head out to Clear Lake for a Service of
Baptism at the lakeside property of a very generous and welcoming couple. Unfortunately,
Steve would need to be in quarantine on the day of this service but would later be baptized at a
separate service. However, we would have 60 people in attendance and 6 people inspired to
be fully immersed in the lake as they renewed their baptismal covenants. The generous family
that owned the property has offered their space to us as an annual off-site service location.
Continuing to keep our focus on being active and present in the community and looking for new
ways to serve – Rob and Sue Klett built, installed, and stocked a Blessings Box on the South
side of the church. This blessings box contains non-perishable foods, literature, and a place for
people to leave prayer requests. It continues to be used by people in the neighborhood. What
an amazing gift.
We did make our way back into the sanctuary in September and celebrated World Communion
Sunday together. It was not long before we learned that a couple of people from our church had
tested positive for the virus and the decision to go back to drive-in and virtual services was
made. The virus hitting so close to home is what led to our decision to cancel Trunk-or-Treat on
the Halloween weekend. You have no idea how thankful I am that those infected with the virus
have fully recovered and that their cases were relatively mild. God is good, all the time.
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Keeping with the tradition that was just started the previous year, we provided Thanksgiving food
baskets to 4 different families in our community and delivered turkeys and all the trimmings to their
homes.
As I am writing this, I am also preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ with our first Drive-In
Christmas Eve service at 11p.m. The weather forecast suggests that it will be about 23 degrees
as I am standing out in the parking lot delivering the message. I am actually hoping for snow.
Wouldn’t that be nice?
While this past year has been full of…let’s say, “surprises”, I passionately believe that it has created memories that will stick with us – and also it has created opportunities for us to re-imagine
how we can be the church. How we can continue to be missional in our communities. How we
can continue to be together – connected by the Holy Spirit. How we can do all the good we can –
do no harm – and stay in love with God when our circumstances may call us to question His very
existence.
As we enter into this new year, I pray that you all stay healthy and that you never forget that –
God loves you – and I love you – and there is nothing you can do about it.
Peace,
Pastor Toby
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Care & Share Friday Back Pack Ministry
( With the kids on virtual learning, we are still collection items in preparation for their return to school)
The WUMC BACKPACKS ministry is in business again, and is currently supplying 37 food bags weekly
to kids in grades K-12 at Westville Schools. Because of the Pandemic, there are some new safety
guidelines. All food must be pre-packaged. The following items are needed:
Canned meals, such as spaghettio’s, ravioli,
Canned meats, such as chicken, tuna
Mac & cheese meals or individual servings
Cereal (individual servings or smaller boxes that will fit in a bag
Pancake mix
Snacks Individually packaged such as Cheezits, crackers, pretzels, nuts, raisins,
Granola bars, breakfast bars
Individual serving fruit cups, such as applesauce, peaches, pears
Individual Instant oatmeal
Individual Puddings
Hot cocoa to be mixed with water

NO LONGER NEEDED: ramen noodles, popcorn, zip lock bags
We also really need volunteers! PACKERS (Thursday’s) and DELIVERERS (Fridays)
PLEASE CONTACT KAY TETZLOFF TO VOLUNTEER.
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Items needed for the Food Pantry:
1/3 - Paper Products: toilet paper, tissue, foil & etc.
1/10—Canned meats, tuna, chicken…
1/17—Canned Fruits, & Vegetables, Soups
1/24—Condiments: Ketchup, mustard, relish, mayo, dressings
1/31—Buyers Choice

TIME & LOCATION

Food Pantry Information:
The American Legion is now working in cooperation with the WMC Food Pantry ministry.
Please drop off donations of the above mentioned items at the Legion. For those
receiving donations, items may be picked up at the American Legion on Thursdays
from 4:30—5:30.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
INFORMATION FOR THE WORD IS DUE BY Jan. 20th IN ORDER TO BE
READY FOR PUBLICATION BY Jan. 25 TH AT THE LATEST.

CAN BE EMAILED TO

secretarywumc@csinet.net

Family Life Center is available for rental for parties and celebrations.
Contact the church office at 219-785-2314 for more information.
**********************************************************************************************************
Donate flowers for the altar. The cost is $35.00 and the flowers will be
ordered by Jane in the church office.
**********************************************************************************************************
Save your pop cans and bring them to the church. The money earned from
the can collection supports the Heifer Project.
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Cares and Concerns
Health and Healing
Karen Emerich
Kelly Murphy
Arlene Hochstetler
Ramey Salyer
Bob McCaughey
David Dickinson
Cici Cifaldi
Warren Howard
Cheryl White
Riley Jackson
Cashy Bartels

Joan Ewing
Viny Moore
Rick Tetzloff
Carol Wyels
Reni Stallings
Pat Aragon & Family
Kim Buchanan
Jerry McCall
Roy & Ann Gropp
Ron McCall Jr. & Renee
Vernon & Helen Hershman

The Family of Ginny Piotrowicz (Kathie Long’s sister)
The Family of Paula Wineinger (Paul Eichelberg’s daughter)
The Family of Carol Warnock

*Thos suffering with addiction, poverty, &/or depression
*Unspoken Prayers
*Families
The Care Corner
Howard Wikoren
Kathy Howard
Madeline Tetzloff

Guidance & Protection
Brandun Schweizer
Quinn Bacon
Aaron Hale
Kyle Titus

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have a special need for prayer, the
prayer chain can be activated by calling
church Secretary Jane Bachman (785-2314)

All Military Personnel
All Victims of War

Pastor Toby Guill maybe reached @ 219-850-3768
Or email at toby.guill@inumc.org

********** Church Office Hours ********
Monday—Thursday 3:15-7:15pm
My hours vary, please call
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RESALE SHOP NEWS
Welcome to 2021! After the experiences that 2020 brought, I know many of
us are looking forward to a fresh and exciting new year! The resale shop is
also eagerly awaiting new beginnings. Jan Koss and myself have both enjoyed serving as the store’s managing team for the last several years, and
we thank you for the trust and support you gave us. We had fun and made
great memories. We now look forward to having a bit more personal time as
we excitedly turn over the reins to our new managing team. Your new managers are Mary Howard, Pam McKee, Cathy Murphy, and Peggy VanMeter. These
ladies have been busily working at the store getting it cleaned, stocked,
and ready for the day that the store can safely reopen. They are excitedly
looking forward to working with all of the volunteers, welcoming back our
customers, planning some fun events, and continuing the history of being an
important part of the Westville community. We have the utmost confidence
that they will do an excellent job and ask that you welcome them with open
arms. 2021 is already showing promises of great things ahead!
Jan Buchanan
Date
Attendance
11/29/2020
38
12/6/2020
37
12/13/2020
35
12/20/2020
36
12/24/2020 20 Cars
12/27/2020
31

Offering
$ 1,571.00
$ 3,181.00
$ 1,070.00
$ 1,453.00
$ 377.00
$ 760.00

Attendance & Giving

Give as the Lord calls you to give:
be as generous to God as God has been to you!
Thank you for being Faithful Givers

Your tithes and offerings maybe mailed to
WUMC P O Box 619, Westville, In 46391
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Howard Wikoren
Kim Buchanan
Karen White
Melanie Bennett
Charley Herrold
Dawn Tharp
Eric Poloncak
Mary DeGarmo
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Jan. Dates of Joining
1/20/1991 Amy McMahon

8-Jan
12-Jan
16-Jan
17-Jan
18-Jan
22-Jan
23-Jan
31-Jan

Jan. Anniversaries
Mark & Kim Glassley
Jay &Cory Stark

WELCOME STATEMENT
“With open hearts, open minds and open
doors; we welcome people of all races, nationalities theologies and abilities. We welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities. We offer a safe and compassionate
place to reconcile faith, identity, hope, understanding and mutual respect”.

3-Jan
6-Jan

Westville United Methodist Church

18

25

17

24

Trustee Mtg 6:30

11

10

31

4

Mon

3

The Resale Shop is
closed at this time
due to Covid

Sun

Resale Shop 9-12

26

Resale Shop 9-12

28
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Tops 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

21

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Church Council
6:30pm

14

Resale Shop 1-4 pm

7

Thu

27

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Tops 5: -6:30p,

20

Tops 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9am-12

19

13

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Tops 5-6:30pm

5

Wed

12

Resale Shop 9-12

5

Tue

January 2021

29

22

15

8

2

1

Resale Shop 9-12pm

30

Resale Shop 9-12

23

Resale Shop 9-12

16

Resale Shop 9-12

9

Resale Shop 9-noon

Sat

Fri

TOPS-Take Off Pounds Sensibly

FLC-Family Life Center

