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“Reach up, Reach in, Reach out
Reach up to God, Reach in to know
God, Reach out in Love”
Westville United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Schedule:

February 2021

Drive In Service Radio Station 91.3

Communion February 7th

Fellowship 10 am—10:15 am
10:15 am— Worship Service

We continue Drive In Worshjp Service
Sunday Mornings
10 am
Radio Station 91.3

Ash Wednesday Service
Feb. 17th @ 6:00 pm

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!!

THE WORD is a publication of Westville United Methodist Church at 154 Main St.,
P.O. Box 619; Westville, IN 46391

(219) 785-2314

*****CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY—THURSDAY, 3:15 to 7:15

Our Web Address is www.westvilleumc.org

In order to go green The Word will be e-mailed to you. Be sure to e-mail your address to Jane at
secretarywumc@csinet.net
Printed copies will continue to be available at the church for those who do not have e-mail.
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From the Pastor…
Did you know that on average, three or four families contact our church
every month seeking financial assistance? It may be that they need help
with paying their rent or utilities and sometimes they need help with
purchasing food, gas, or clothing. Between the Resale Shop and the Food
Pantry, we are normally able to provide assistance with clothing needs or
food items, but when it comes to financial assistance, what we do is offer
these people phone numbers of local organizations like the New Durham Trustees office which
offers assistance to those in need. There are a couple of places that offer financial aid to those
that live in our community and we make sure that they are able to connect with these places so
they could possibly get the help they are looking for.
In November, I was approached by a very young mother of 2 children that were suffering from a
medical condition. She swallowed her pride and came to me in search of help. She had lost
her job due to cutbacks related to the pandemic and was struggling financially. She was unable
to pay her rent and her NIPSCO bill had reached $175.00. What was I supposed to do? I gave
her the contact information of the places she could go to get assistance and she informed me
that she had already contacted them and was unable to get any help from them. The first thing
that came to my mind was the first century early church. What would they have done if
someone came to them in need?
The scriptures say in 1 John 3: 17-18, “If someone has enough money to live well and sees
a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion – how can God’s love be in that
person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth
by our actions.” Now I’m not saying that the church is approaching the needs of the
community with “no compassion”. We are compassionate in directing those in need to places
that can help. But my question was, “Why can’t we be the place that helps?” The easy answer
is that we don’t have the funds to help people out financially. I would like to change that.
I recently learned a new word…Benevolence. It is the quality of being well meaning, kindness.
A disposition to do good; an act of kindness; a generous gift. I am excited to announce that
your Church Council Members recently voted on and approved a “Benevolence Fund”. As an
integral part of the ministry of the Westville United Methodist Church and in accordance with our
desire to be the missional church in our community, the Benevolence Fund will provide financial
assistance to individuals or families who are experiencing financial hardship.

Cont.
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There has been a couple of times when people in the church have approached me wanting to
help someone out. These people give regularly to the church through their tithes and offerings
but wanted to give a little extra above and beyond their normal giving. Now, we have a fund set
up for just this purpose. If you would like to make a donation towards the Benevolence Fund,
please indicate that on your check or envelope. If you would like to know more information
about this fund, a copy of the policy will be available in the church office. Again, I cannot stress
enough that your donation towards this fund should be in addition to your regular giving so that
we can continue to pay the bills.
What else does scripture say about helping out our brothers and sisters?
Proverbs 19: 17 – “If you help the poor, you are lending to the Lord – and he will repay
you!”
Deuteronomy 15: 7-8 – “But if there are any poor Israelites in your towns when you arrive
in the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward
them. Instead, be generous and lend them whatever they need.”
Hebrews 13:16 – “And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are
the sacrifices that please God.”
Matthew 25: 34-35 - 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.”
Thank you so much for being such a loving and generous church with a mind for local and
global missions. You are making a difference – and now we are able to do a little bit more!

Blessings,
Pastor Toby
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Westville United Methodist Church–Financial News
About Me
In case you do not know me personally, my name is Cory Stark. I’m the bookkeeper/treasurer
for the church. I have a Bachelor of Business Administration, specializing in accounting and
information systems, from the University of Michigan. In my career, I am a Product Manager for a Montrealbased software company.
I want you to know your finances are in good hands and this responsibility is taken very seriously. My tasks
include ensuring we follow governmental regulations, payroll, paying our bills on time, and contributing to
sound financial decisions. I also produce monthly financial statements for the Administrative Council to review.
The purpose of this article it to provide an update on our financial health, much like I did in person about a
year ago. I’ll start off with a refresher of some common term definitions, as well as some recommended practices for givers. And, in the spirit of transparency, I’ll end with some highlights of 2020 income and expenses
and the year end balance sheet.

Dictionary of Terms
•
•
•

Tithing: The biblical model of giving the first 10% of our income. With that said, the amount given by
any one person or family is entirely up to them and most importantly, should be given from the heart.
Offering: Any monetary donations to the church above and beyond tithing
Fund Accounting Method: Like most charitable organizations, our church uses this method of linking all income and expenses to a fund. This method emphasizes accountability, not profitability.
 General Fund – used to account for normal operating income &expenses
 Designated/Restricted Funds – used to account for income and expenses for special projects,
initiatives, and on-going committees, such as Missions &Building Maintenance.
 Each fund may or may not have its own checking account. For those that do not, the dollars
are combined into the primary checking account used for the general fund, however fund balances are kept separate in the accounting application.

Important Things to Know & Recommended Practices
•

Tithing given to the church without specific designation to a fund shows trust in your church
leadership to make financially sound decisions in all areas – operating expenses, missions, education,
etc.
 It is encouraged that givers tithe without designation before considering designated funds.


Undesignated dollars given to WUMC are used for operating expenses, including salaries,
administrative, insurance, taxes, building maintenance, education, etc.



These funds are also transferred to designated funds, as determined by the Administrative
Council.



Tithing without designation allows the church to satisfy all operating expenses first and then
transfer funds to designated funds that require them.
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Designated offerings must be deposited into that specific fund and may only be used for the
expenses of that fund.
 Designated funds must be approved and exist before the church can accept donations to
them. In other words, givers should not designate a cause for which the church does not have
a current fund without prior approval. For example, if there is not a current capital improvements campaign, givers should not give donations indicating that the dollars are for the capital
campaign.
 Naming and setting up a designated fund is not taken lightly, as there is specific accounting
and reporting that is required; it simply is not worth the effort for very small projects where the
money is going to come in and go out within a month or two.
 Finally, designated funds are typically associated with a committee and chairperson overseeing the management of those funds, such as Care & Share and the Food Pantry funds.
 Current Designated Funds accepting donations:
∗ Care & Share
∗ Food Pantry
∗ Memorials
∗ Scholarships
∗ Building Maintenance
∗ Basement
∗ Missions
∗ Benevolence
Monetary gifts made to the general fund (undesignated) and designated funds will be reported on
your end-of-year giving statement.
Building rental fees, reimbursements, or fish fry purchases are not considered tithes and will not be on
your giving statement. In fact, it is best to not place these in the offering plate, but rather drop them off
directly to the church office.

2020 Financial Highlights
Tithing Monthly Average

$7263

That amount met our monthly expenses with some left over. During the Covid year, our administrative expenses pretty much remained the same, but supply expenses decreased.
Operating Expenses Monthly Average

$5558

This expense figure includes our Tithing to Conference, Administrative expenses, Payroll, Insurance, Utilities,
& Taxes. I’d like to call out the fact that we tithe 10% of our incoming tithes to our conference and then 10%
of that figure to our district. We have met that objective every month without fail!
The Balance Sheet is quite healthy for our General Fund and active Designated Funds, considering the year
we just closed! We have just over $50K in our general fund and $12K in the building maintenance fund.
Our outstanding balance on the loan we took out to pay for the basement waterproofing sits right at $28,000.
We have ~$20K in a fund to continue paying those bi-weekly payments. Once life gets back to a little normalcy and we can resume Fish Fries, we will make a one-time large payment toward the principal. We also
have $8 reserved, separate from the $20K, for remodelling the basement due to this work.
If you have questions or would like a copy of year end financial statements, give me a call @ 219-405-2030 or
email me at choag8@comcast.net.
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Church Council Zoom Meeting Jan 23, 2021
Present: Jan B, Jane B, Kathie L, Cory S, Pastor Toby, Kay T, Kim G
Meeting opened at 10am
Kim shared a devotion
Discipleship: Kay Tetzloff
Education: Amanda Kelly wants ideas for the kids. She is open for any suggestions. Without knowing for
sure what the COVID situation will be, it's difficult to plan an actual Easter program, but she can start planning
for COVID safe ideas. Ideas include a physically distanced egg hunt and maybe recording kids separately
singing songs or reading from the Bible like Ally and Mary Christmas recording. I have lots of ideas, but would
be happy to hear any other suggestions.
She knows the basement project got pushed aside a little due to COVID, the holidays, and other things. She
has picked up paint swatches and will be looking up some options and ideas that we can discuss when the
basement group is able to meet again. If anyone wants to reach Amanda about how to best include kids during COVID or the basement project, she is available by phone, text, and email (219-229-2765).
Outreach: Kathie Long
Care & Share is delivering 34 bags beginning this past week.. The Mentoring Program will begin in the
Elementary the Week of Jan 25th. The High School mentoring program hopes to begin virtually soon.
Applications are being taken. Contact Kathie Long or Alissa Schnick (Westville HS principal) if interested.
Pastor Toby explained a Benevolence Program he would like to begin. Many times people request help from
the church and are referred to other philanthropic sources. He would like for us to do more. Some people in
our church want to give more help to others. We would use donations to the Benevolence Fund to help those
in need who make specific requests. A “work in progress” policy was presented to the Council, and much discussion ensued. This fund would be above and beyond General Fund Giving for our Church. There will be a
church person working with Pastor on the request for help application and distribution of funds policy.
A motion was made by Kathie Long to begin a Benevolence Fund in our Church that would follow the Benevolence Fund policy. Kim Glassley seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Resale Shop News: Mary stated people are anxious to have the Resale Shop Open. The plan so far is
when LaPorte County is Yellow plans will be made to reopen. When our county is orange they will open the
shed possibly. Mary’s motto is “Refresh, Renew, and Reopen”!!
UMW: Jane will look at having the After Christmas, Christmas Celebration in the summer.
Administrative Ministries:
Financial: Cory presented financial reports via email and went over the reports with us. She would like all of
us to check on funds available before asking the congregation for money for special giving’s.
In continuing with the Benevolence Fund, Jane Bachman made a motion to transfer $500.00 from the General Fund to the Benevolence Fund. Kay seconded the motion and the motion passed.
Cory stated that W-2’s had been completed, Federal and State forms have been filed. Giving statements will
go in the mail very soon. The Year Reports information have been turned into the office.
Cont.
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In some other business we discussed the need for something for the kids in place
of Sunday school.
Also we discussed collecting Joys and Concerns for each week. We want to hear
about God sightings. We want to share Joy’s stories each month in the Word.
We discussed how to have an Ash Wednesday Service. Drive In??
Trustee: Jane stated that the trustees are working on some repair to the parsonage under the sink and
plumbing that may have caused our Air Quality Report to come back with some very minor mold issues.
Stephan Jerde did lots of research and gathering of information regarding the mold. (And I Thank Him). The
district UMC required an air quality test that brought this to the attention of the Trustees.
We have hired Signature Lawn Service to handle our snow removal this winter.
Meeting Adjourned at noon.
One more thing from Finance: Please disgard old giving envelopes
and use the new ones. Be sure and put your name on the first envelope.
The number on your envelope ties to your account. It becomes
confusing when jumping from one envelope number to another.
Thank you Soooooo Much !!

Shout Out:

to Kevin who cleans our church each
week. Kevin has been working with us since he was
in high school through a program at LaPorte High
School. He has been coming to our church since
2010 to clean. After he graduated his parents made
arrangements for him to continue to come to the
church. He has a map that he uses to keep his
schedule and on Mondays and Wednesdays he says he has to go to work at the
church. He wipes down window sills, vacuums entry ways, cleans tables and picks
up around the church.
We Thank you Kevin for taking good care
of our church.
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The Blessings Corner

Welcome to the Blessings Corner which will be published monthly in
the WORD! During the past Pandemic year, many of us have been
challenged by experiencing the loss of loved ones, illness, isolation,
loneliness, boredom, work, school, and being separated from friends
and family. It has often been difficult to see the blessings in our lives, when there are so many
struggles. In my own prayers, I confess to having been focused more on what I NEED from God,
rather than thanking Him for what I have been given. Counting our blessings is the beginning of
changing our hearts and minds to focus on all the good that God provides us. Giving God thanks is
the light in our dark world.
BC-(Before Covid), we shared our joys/God Sightings/blessings, as well as our prayer requests with
our church family. During Sunday School, worship, fish fries, and other group gatherings, we stayed
connected with each other. Jane does a good job of printing our prayer requests weekly, but when
not being together, we have not been consistently sharing our blessings. This space will be our
Blessings Corner, and YOU will need to help us fill the space.
Blessings come in all shapes and sizes, but the important thing is to share them with each other. So
we will go first.
(From Jan Buchanan):I keep a monthly calendar page on my refrigerator which, of course, lists my appointments, obligations, and events. I save those calendar pages so that I have a timeline in order to
date my photos for scrapbooking. I recently gathered all of my 2020 calendar pages to file with my
photos. As I flipped through the pages, I was overcome with a feeling of loss. I saw the three different dates that was planned for my grandson’s wedding that had to be cancelled each time; the many
medical procedures and issues that my husband had to go through; the horrific motorcycle accident
my grandson had; the many holidays that were so entirely different than our past traditions had allowed; and the Covid diagnosis that both my husband and I contracted with him having to be in the
hospital for 5 days. It obviously had been a very trying year! BUT . . . I then flipped through the pictures that accompanied those monthly pages. I saw the photo of my grandson and his new wife who
chose to simply exchange vows in their backyard so that they could be married; I saw images of my
husband on the other side of the medical procedures now being able to have more mobility; I see the
smiling face of my grandson having overcome brain surgery and broken bones with no ongoing side
effects; the unique ways we as a family celebrated birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays; and pictures of my husband and I on the other side of Covid with smiles and continued hope. God had been
there through it all!
“Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

Cont. ...
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Cont—Blessings
(From Kathie Long): While walking last month, I passed my elderly neighbor’s home who lives alone
and is fighting cancer. She was outside after returning from chemo-therapy. After asking how she
was doing, I also shared that if she wanted to remove the WUMC yard sign, saying, “YOU ARE LOVED
ALWAYS,” that she could share it with someone else, or I could do that for her. (I had placed the sign
in her yard, and it had been there for several months.) She responded that she wanted to keep the
sign in her yard, that she liked and needed it. It was a joy to know that our sign provided a message
that continues to be a blessing to her.

So, what is the joy/blessing you’d like to share? You can call and report them to us (Kathie Long @574-8765400, Jan Buchanan @219-931-4475, or Jane at the church office@219-785-2314). No blessing is too small.
Jan and Kathie will team to author the Blessing Corner, but we want the stories to come from you. God is
Good-ALL the Time, so who wants to share next month?
~Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow~

Ash Wednesday Service
February 17th at 6:00 p.m.
This service will be held in the sanctuary for those who feel comfortable with in-person
worship.
This service will also be broadcasted on the radio at 91.3 FM for those of you who would
rather stay in their vehicles.
For those attending in-person worship – masks will be required when you are not seated
in the pew and we will be practicing safe physical distancing.
The imposition of ashes will be handled in the safest way possible. I will be coming out to
the parking lot at the end of the service to see if anyone is interested in receiving ashes.

THE

Page 10

Join us in local missions!

W O RD

Volume 52 Issue 2

Items needed for the Food Pantry:
2/7 Personal Hygiene: toothpaste, & brushes, soap, deodorant,
sanitary napkins, tampons., shaving cream
2/14 Pastas, noodles, macaroni, sauces, Hamburger Helper
2/21 Sugar, flour, cake mixes, cooking oil, shortening
2/28 Drinks, juices, coffee, coffee filters, tea

TIME & LOCATION

Food Pantry Information:
The American Legion is now working in cooperation with the WMC Food Pantry ministry.
Please drop off donations of the above mentioned items at the Legion. For those
receiving donations, items may be picked up at the American Legion on Thursdays
from 4:30—5:30.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
INFORMATION FOR THE WORD IS DUE BY Feb. 20th IN ORDER TO BE
READY FOR PUBLICATION BY Feb. 25 TH AT THE LATEST.

CAN BE EMAILED TO

secretarywumc@csinet.net

Family Life Center is available for rental for parties and celebrations.
Contact the church office at 219-785-2314 for more information.
**********************************************************************************************************
**********************************************************************************************************
Save your pop cans and bring them to the church. The money earned from
the can collection supports the Heifer Project.
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Cares and Concerns
Karen Emerich
Kelly Murphy
Arlene Hochstetler
Reni Stallings
Pat Aragon & Family
Kim Buchanan
Ron McCall Jr. & Renee
Helen Hershman
Ron Vann
Alice Collins
Kathie Nichols
David Spudic
Roberta Albers

Joan Ewing
Viny Moore
Rick Tetzloff
David Dickinson
Cici Cifaldi
Roy & Ann Gropp
Cashy Bartels
Aaron Mitri
Robert Vann
Angel
The Guill Family
The McCuen Family
Abby Elkins

The Vernon Hershman Family
The Family of Ed Forney

*Thos suffering with addiction, poverty, &/or depression
*Unspoken Prayers
*Families
The Care Corner
Howard Wikoren
Kathy Howard
Madeline Tetzloff

Guidance & Protection
Brandun Schweizer
Quinn Bacon
Aaron Hale
Kyle Titus

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have a special need for prayer, the
prayer chain can be activated by calling
church Secretary Jane Bachman (785-2314)

All Military Personnel
All Victims of War

Pastor Toby Guill maybe reached @ 219-850-3768
Or email at toby.guill@inumc.org

********** Church Office Hours ********
Monday—Thursday 3:15-7:15pm
My hours vary, please call
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Care & Share Friday Back Pack Ministry
( With the kids on virtual learning, we are still collection items in preparation for their return to school)
The WUMC BACKPACKS ministry is in business again, and is currently supplying 37 food bags weekly
to kids in grades K-12 at Westville Schools. Because of the Pandemic, there are some new safety
guidelines. All food must be pre-packaged. The following items are needed:
Canned meals, such as spaghettio’s, ravioli,
Canned meats, such as chicken, tuna
Mac & cheese meals or individual servings
Cereal (individual servings or smaller boxes that will fit in a bag
Pancake mix
Snacks Individually packaged such as Cheezits, crackers, pretzels, nuts, raisins,
Granola bars, breakfast bars
Individual serving fruit cups, such as applesauce, peaches, pears
Individual Instant oatmeal
Individual Puddings
Hot cocoa to be mixed with water
Canned Soup
Hot Chocolate
NO LONGER NEEDED: ramen noodles, popcorn, zip lock bags
We also really need volunteers! PACKERS (Thursday’s) and DELIVERERS (Fridays)
PLEASE CONTACT KAY TETZLOFF TO VOLUNTEER.
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Feb. Birthdays
Cheryl Hamilton
Khloe Lambert
Erin Nittner
Ruby Anderson
Jean Herrold
Sue Klett
Margaret Glassley
David Clayton
Nick Allen
Taylor Bachman
David McKee
George Davis
Kyle Elkins
Jerry McCall
Hailey O'Brien

Feb. Dates of Joining
2-Feb
4-Feb
5-Feb
7-Feb
10-Feb
11-Feb
12-Feb
14-Feb
15-Feb
20-Feb
20-Feb
22-Feb
22-Feb
26-Feb
26-Feb

2/11/1967
2/24/1974
2/24/1974
2/17/1991
2/17/1991
2/2/2003

Kathryn Bartels
Dr. Carol Bloom
Donald Bloom
Del Hutchinson
Kathy Hutchinson
Cory Stark

Feb. Anniversaries
Don & Carol Bloom
Richard & Micky Ennis

WELCOME STATEMENT
“With open hearts, open minds and open
doors; we welcome people of all races, nationalities theologies and abilities. We welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities. We offer a safe and compassionate
place to reconcile faith, identity, hope, understanding and mutual respect”.

January Giving
Date

Worship
1/3/2021
30
1/10/2021
31
1/17/2021
31
1/24/2021
35

Giving
$
1,267.20
$
810.00
$
1,467.00
$
1,626.00

2-Feb
6-Feb

Westville United Methodist Church

Give as the Lord calls you to give:
be as generous to God as God has been
to you!
Thank you for being Faithful Givers
Your tithes and offerings maybe mailed
to
WUMC P O Box 619, Westville, In 46391

3
Tops 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

2
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Mar 1

Tops 5: -6:30p,
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9-12

Trustee Meeting
6:30pm

28

24

23

22

Resale Shop 1-4pm

4

Resale Shop 1-4pm

25

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Ash Wednesday
Tops 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

18

Resale Shop 1-4 pm

Church Council 6:30pm

11

Resale Shop 1-4pm

4

Thu

17

21

Resale Shop 9am-12

16

15

Tops 5-6:30pm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9-12

14

10

9

8

Resale Shop 1-4pm

3

2

1
Resale Shop 9-12

Wed

Tue

Mon

7

The Resale Shop is
closed at this time
due to Covid

Sun

February 2021

Resale Shop 1-4pm

5

26

19

12

5

Fri

Resale Shop 9-12pm

6

Resale Shop 9-12

27

Resale Shop 9-12

20

Resale Shop 9-12

13

Resale Shop 9-noon

6

Sat

TOPS-Take Off Pounds Sensibly

FLC-Family Life Center

