January 2022

The WORD

Volume 53 Issue 1

“Reach up, Reach in, Reach out
Reach up to God, Reach in to know
God, Reach out in Love”
Westville United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Schedule:

January 2022
Communion January 9, 2022

Sunday School 9:15 am –
Worship in the Sanctuary 10:15am
Drive In Service Radio Station 91.3

Outreach Missions
Snacks for Friday Back Packs
Blessing Box
Food Pantry

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!!

THE WORD is a publication of Westville United Methodist Church at 154 Main St.,
P.O. Box 619; Westville, IN 46391

(219) 785-2314

*****CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY—THURSDAY, 3:15 to 7:15

Our Web Address is www.westvilleumc.org

In order to go green The Word will be e-mailed to you. Be sure to e-mail your address to Jane at
secretarywumc@csinet.net
Printed copies will continue to be available at the church for those who do not have e-mail.
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From the Pastor… January 2022
Another year has come and gone. Seems like when I was younger, I wanted
time to fly by so that I could be old enough to drive…or vote…or drink. But the
older I get; the more precious time has become to me, and I really wish that
things would slow down. Yet here we are again ringing in another New Year.
And if you are like 41% of the population, you will be setting goals for this coming year and calling
them New Years resolutions.
Every year I am guilty of setting huge goals at the beginning of the year, but lately I have
recognized that the goals I am setting do not match my true priorities in life. What I mean is — If
growing in faith is truly my #1 priority in life, shouldn’t it top my list of New Year’s resolutions too?
There is nothing wrong with wanting to lose weight or lowering the amount of debt we have. A
goal of increasing church attendance is wonderful…but what about my personal faith? What about
YOUR faith?
So, in addition to setting a goal to drop those holiday pounds – here are some ideas to consider
making your New Years resolution to gain some spiritual muscle.
Read your Bible 20 minutes a day…EVERY DAY.
Reading the Bible consistently may not sound like a very glamorous or interesting New Year’s
Resolution at first but let me tell you — it really does make a difference!
Go to church every week…without fail.
Is going to church really necessary? I think it really is. And New Year’s is the perfect time to
get back in the habit if it’s been a while. (Or if you’ve fallen into the bad habit of skipping
sometimes on days when you don’t “feel like it.”)
Set aside 10 minutes each day to pray.
Carving out 10 minutes of quiet time in prayer doesn’t have to be difficult.
For example, you could:
Wake up 10 minutes earlier
Pray in the shower
Pray during your morning or evening commute
Pray on your lunch break
Pray while making dinner
Pray before you go to sleep every night
The possibilities are endless!
Join a Bible study or small group
Our church currently offers a women’s small group and a mixed Bible Study on Sunday mornings
at 9am before service starts. Not only is this a great way to dig into the Bible
Cont. pg 3
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for greater insights, but you can find some great community and accountability this way as
well, which are also super important.
Ask/Invite a friend to church
Do you have any friends, family or co-workers that don’t attend a church? Maybe this year is
the year you finally get brave enough to invite them to church with you. The worst they can
say is no, right?
Begin volunteering
Have a little extra time on your hands right now? Why not try volunteering? Not sure where to
start? Try one of the following…
Resale Shop
Food Pantry
Children’s Backpack Ministry
Serve on a church committee
Forgive past grudges
The Bible makes it abundantly clear — if you are a Christian, you are expected to forgive
those who have hurt you. Note: This doesn’t mean what they did is okay or that you need
to allow them the ability to do it again, but you do need to get rid of any grudges or
unforgiveness you may be harboring in your heart.
Break an addiction
Do you have any addictions in your life right now? It doesn’t have to be a drug addiction or
drinking problem. It could be something as seemingly small as being too attached to your
phone, too attached to cookies for comfort, or too attached to social media.
Galatians 5:1 tells us “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
What do you need freedom from today?
Find a mentor or accountability partner
It’s one thing to say you’re going to make a change in your life — it’s another to find someone
to keep you accountable to actually make that change. If you’re feeling stuck — or just
serious about changing — find a mentor or accountability partner to help hold you
accountable.
Do random acts of kindness
This is a fun one — and it’s actually really easy to do if you’re willing to get creative! Choose a
set number to do every week or month, and get your family involved if you can. It will be
well worth it!
Whatever goals you set or resolutions you plan, I pray that this New Year will bring good things –
happiness, health, joy, and love. And don’t forget that God loves you…and I love you…and there
is nothing you can do about it.
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Blessings Corner
Margaret Glassley and her husband, Bob, joined the Westville
United Methodist Church with their young daughter, Jane, in May 1954.
That toddler is now our dear WUMC Church Secretary, Jane Bachman.
Margaret was one of the early workers in our WUMC Resale Shop, which contributed most of the
money to build a new church parsonage and modernize the church. She recalls having to walk to the
Town Hall to use the bathroom, since the church didn’t yet have one. Over the years Margaret has
taught 3rd grade at Westville Elementary, served as a leader of the Mary Circle of the UMW, and
sang in the choir—all while raising 3 children. Her husband Bob served as Church Treasurer, on the
Board of Trustees, and the Staff Pastor Parish Committee. Margaret has also been a faithful member of the Sunday School since joining.
Margaret is now 97 years old, and while she is still pretty spry, she needs some help in order
to live at home. It is a blessing that her niece, Chris, has come from San Antonio to help care for her.
To support Margaret and Chris, we have formed a “Hanging Out With Margaret” group. Members of
our WUMC congregation provide Chris a break by hanging out with Margaret for two hours on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from either 9:30–11:30 or 1:00–3:00.
A big thank you goes out to those who have joined the “Hanging Out With Margaret” group.
WUMC, you have been a blessing to Margaret and the Glassley family. If you have a couple hours
to spare, please consider “Hanging out With Margaret.” Some of the reflections from those who have
volunteered have been: “I enjoyed reading the stories Margaret has written”; “I loved hearing about
her travel experiences”; “I am amazed seeing her beautiful artwork”; “Doing her exercises with her
made me sore-Haha.” Dear church family, our Margaret has been a blessing at WUMC for almost 70
years, and she continues to be a blessing. Please join us to BE a blessing and to SHARE a blessing, if you are able. But most importantly…Thanks be to God for the blessings of Margaret and her
WUMC family.

We would love to hear a story from you recounting a blessing where you
saw God at work in showing His love for you. You can submit a written article to Jan Buchanan (janicembuchanan@hotmail.com) or Kathie Long
(kathieclong@gmail.com) by the 20th of the month. Or if you prefer, just
give one of us a call and we can write the article on your behalf. There are
so many ways God continuously proves how much He cares for each of
us. Focusing on those positive experiences is good for the soul and brings much-needed joy and hope to our
lives. We look forward to hearing of your blessings! God is good! All the time!
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Items needed for the Food Pantry:

1/2- Paper Products: toilet paper, tissue, foil & etc.
1/9—Canned meats, tuna, chicken…
1/16—Canned Fruits, & Vegetables, Soups
1/23—Condiments: Ketchup, mustard, relish, mayo, dressings
1/30—Buyers Choice
TIME & LOCATION

Food Pantry Information:
The American Legion is now working in cooperation with the WMC Food Pantry ministry.
Please drop off donations of the above mentioned items at the Legion. For those
receiving donations, items may be picked up at the American Legion on Thursdays
from 4:30—5:30.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
INFORMATION FOR THE WORD IS DUE BY January 20th IN ORDER TO BE
READY FOR PUBLICATION BY January 30 TH AT THE LATEST.

CAN BE EMAILED TO

secretarywumc@csinet.net

Family Life Center is available for rental for parties and celebrations.
Contact the church office at 219-785-2314 for more information.
**********************************************************************************************************
**********************************************************************************************************
Save your pop cans and bring them to the church. The money earned from
the can collection supports the Heifer Project.
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Cares and Concerns

Health and Healing
Kelly Murphy
Helen Hershman
Margaret Glassley
David Dickinson
Andy –Paul’s son
Warren Howard
Keith Ridgeway
Pastor Jim Denton
Shelly Hacker

Viny Moore & Ben
Sheila McCaughey
Donna Titus
Cheryl Warnock
Frank Bagwell
Jo Ann McClain
Don York
Dave Rager
Eddie

*Thos suffering with addiction, poverty, &/or depression
*Unspoken Prayers
*Families

PRAYER CHAIN
The Care Corner
Madeline Tetzloff
Kathy Howard

Guidance & Protection
Brandun Schweizer
Quinn Bacon
Aaron Hale
Kyle Titus

If you have a special need for prayer, the
prayer chain can be activated by calling
church Secretary Jane Bachman (785-2314)

*All Military Personal

Pastor Toby Guill maybe reached @ 219-850-3768
Or email at toby.guill@inumc.org

********** Church Office Hours ********
Monday—Thursday 3:15-7:15pm
My hours vary, please call

THE
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January Birthdays
Kim Buchanan
Karen White
Melanie Bennett
Charley Herrold
Dawn Tharp
Eric Poloncak
Mary DeGarmo

January Dates of Joining

12-Jan
16-Jan
17-Jan
18-Jan
22-Jan
23-Jan
31-Jan

1/20/1991 Amy McMahon

January Anniversaries
Mark & Kim Glassley
Jay & Cory Stark

WELCOME STATEMENT
“With open hearts, open minds and open
doors; we welcome people of all races, nationalities theologies and abilities. We welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities. We offer a safe and compassionate
place to reconcile faith, identity, hope, understanding and mutual respect”.

December Giving
11/28/2021
12/5/2021
12/12/2021
12/19/2021
12/26/2021

43
40
40
58
42

$
$
$
$
$

1,627.21
1,491.00
2,555.00
1,850.72
973.00

3-Jan
6-Jan

Westville United Methodist Church

Give as the Lord calls you to give:
be as generous to God as God has been
to you!
Thank you for being Faithful Givers
Your tithes and offerings maybe mailed
to
WUMC P O Box 619, Westville, In 46391
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Care & Share Friday Back Pack Ministry
The WUMC BACKPACKS ministry is in business again, and is currently supplying 37 food bags weekly
to kids in grades K-12 at Westville Schools. Because of the Pandemic, there are some new safety
guidelines. All food must be pre-packaged. The following items are needed:
Canned meals, such as spaghettio’s, ravioli, Soup
Canned meats, such as chicken, tuna
Mac & cheese meals or individual servings
Cereal (individual servings or smaller boxes that will fit in a bag
Pancake mix
Snacks Individually packaged such as Cheezits, crackers, pretzels, nuts, raisins,
Granola bars, breakfast bars
Individual serving fruit cups, such as applesauce, peaches, pears
Individual Instant oatmeal
Individual Puddings
Hot cocoa to be mixed with water
We also really need volunteers! PACKERS (Thursday’s) and DELIVERERS (Fridays)
PLEASE CONTACT KAY TETZLOFF
TO VOLUNTEER.

Thank you for helping to fill the Blessings Box.

With the cold/freezing or warm/hot weather please
make sure your items are weather worthy. If you
would like to make other donations the Food Pantry
tub is in the hall near the back of the church.
Thank you for all your donations!!!
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10

9

24

31 Trustee 6:30pm

30

Church Council
6:30pm

23

16

17

3

2

Communion

Mon

Sun

Resale Shop 19-noon

25

Resale Shop 9-12

18

Resale Shop 9am-12

Resale Shop 104pm

26

Resale Shop 1-4pm

,

19

Resale Shop 1-4pm

12

Resale Shop 1-4pm

Resale Shop 9-12

11

5

Wed

4

Tue

Resale Shop 1-4pm

27

Lions Board Mtg Brick
Rm
Resale Shop 1-4pm

20

Resale Shop 1-4pm

13

Resale Shop 1-4 pm

Lions Club 4-9pm FLC

6

Thu

January 2022

28

21

14

7

Fri

Resale Shop 9-noon

29

Men’s Breakfast 9 am
Resale Shop 9-noon

22

Resale Shop 9-12

Kairos Mtg AM

15

Resale Shop 9-12

8

Resale Shop 9-noon

1

Sat

