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“Reach up, Reach in, Reach out
Reach up to God, Reach in to know
God, Reach out in Love”
Westville United Methodist Church

March 2022
Communion March 6, 2022

Sunday Morning Schedule:
Sunday School 9:15 am –
Worship in the Sanctuary 10:15am
Drive In Service Radio Station 91.3

Ash Wednesday Service
March 2nd
11:00AM

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!!

THE WORD is a publication of Westville United Methodist Church at 154 Main St.,
P.O. Box 619; Westville, IN 46391

(219) 785-2314

*****CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY—THURSDAY, 3:15 to 7:15

Our Web Address is www.westvilleumc.org

In order to go green The Word will be e-mailed to you. Be sure to e-mail your address to Jane at
secretarywumc@csinet.net
Printed copies will continue to be available at the church for those who do not have e-mail.
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From the Pastor…
March is here already, and we are in the season of Lent leading up to Easter. Last
fall, the trees were stripped of their leaves and old man winter blanketed us with a
few inches of snow over the past couple of months. All of this was done as part of
God’s plan. It’s almost as if every spring, God is starting things over and bringing
forth new life. Have you ever wished that you could just start over? To erase those mistakes you have
made in your life? You’re not alone. Even the great King David prayed to God for such a thing. I
encourage you all to read Psalm 51 during this season of Lent and take time to reflect on it. Put yourself
into the shoes of the author and pray this prayer…
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.
3

For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
4
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are right in your verdict
and justified when you judge.
5
Surely I was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb;
you taught me wisdom in that secret place.
7

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.

Cont.
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Cont.

10

Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13

Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
so that sinners will turn back to you.
14
Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God,
you who are God my Savior,
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
15
Open my lips, Lord,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
17
My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart
you, God, will not despise.

Remember that God loves you, and I love you, and there is nothing you can do about it.
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I’ve struggled with anxiety most of my life, and my way of coping has always been to try to
plan everything out in detail. If you went through my desk drawers or recycling bin, you
would find to-do lists, planners, and daily schedules, written and rewritten as plans changed
or life got in the way of what I thought I should be doing. Many times, I have finished planning my week only to realize that I forgot to spend time in prayer before making those
plans. Rather than changing them or spending time in God’s word, typically I would send up
a prayer that sounds something like this: Lord, I’m sorry I didn’t spend time with you before
planning my day, but please help me do what you want me to do. And if I’m going in the
wrong direction, show me. Hit me over the head with a 2x4 if you need to.
Well, at the beginning of February, that prayer was definitely answered. I began to feel depressed and hopeless. I
started having panic attacks when I would start crying and feeling dread and guilt for no reason. I was miserable and
didn’t know how to explain to anyone what I was feeling. I stayed three nights at my grandparents’ house because
when I was home, I felt horrible, and I felt a little better there.
I went to church that Sunday still not feeling great, but hoping that worship would raise my spirits. Dave McKee was
delivering the message, and it was great to see him and Sunny that morning. Dave gave a great message as always, and
it was uplifting and educational, but what helped me most was speaking to Sunny after the service. When I explained
what I was feeling, she told me that I needed to give everything to God because if I didn’t give it all to Him, He couldn’t
help me.
I thought a lot about those words that day, and I realized that I wasn’t giving myself up to God. I wanted to keep control, and that control was filling me with anxiety and dread. I prayed a lot of the next couple of days, and on Sunny’s
suggestion began delving into Psalm 119 with my grandma. I’d been feeling much better, but still feeling down at night,
and I started feeling overwhelmed as I was taking a shower one night. I had music playing, and a song came on I’d
never heard before. I prayed for the Holy Spirit to take control because I couldn’t do it anymore. As I prayed, I began to
cry.
The lyrics from the song right at that moment were, “You look at me, arms open. Forgiven, forgiven.” I looked up the
song while I was writing this, and it is Forgiven by David Crowder. I felt like God was speaking to me, and I felt the
weight of guilt and dread begin to lift. The next morning, I was working out and thinking about everything that I’d been
feeling and going through, and I felt these words come into my mind: “Daughter, that’s not what I want for you.” It isn’t
often that I truly feel God’s presence or hear Him speaking to me, but I know those were His words, and that He is with
me.
I am so grateful for my church family for their support and love, and to God for always being there even when I don’t
feel His presence. I know I still have some things I need to work on to become closer to God and grow in my faith, but I
can say 100 percent that the first step will be to stop making so many to-do lists. I’ve learned my lesson. When you try
to micromanage God, he just might have to hit you in the head with an emotional 2x4.
“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.’” Jeremiah 29:11

Amanda Kelly

THE

Page 5

Join us in local missions!

W O RD

Volume 53 Issue 3

Items needed for the Food Pantry:
3/9 Cleaning products: laundry soap, dish soap,
mopping products
3/13 Pastas, noodles, macaroni, sauces, Hamburger Helper
3/20 Canned fruits and vegetables, soup
3/27 Crackers, cereal

TIME & LOCATION

Food Pantry Information:
The American Legion is now working in cooperation with the WMC Food Pantry ministry.
Please drop off donations of the above mentioned items at the Legion. For those
receiving donations, items may be picked up at the American Legion on Thursdays
from 4:30—5:30.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
INFORMATION FOR THE WORD IS DUE BY March 20th IN ORDER TO BE
READY FOR PUBLICATION BY March 28TH AT THE LATEST.

CAN BE EMAILED TO

secretarywumc@csinet.net

Family Life Center is available for rental for parties and celebrations.
Contact the church office at 219-785-2314 for more information.
**********************************************************************************************************
**********************************************************************************************************
Save your pop cans and bring them to the church. The money earned from
the can collection supports the Heifer Project.
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Cares and Concerns

Health and Healing
Kelly Murphy
Helen Hershman
Kathie Long
Cheryl Warnock
Mary DeGarmo
Reni Stallings

Viny Moore & Ben
David Dickinson
Warren Howard
Rob & Sue Klett
James Carden

en

The Family of LaRue Gilbert
* Those struggling with Covid
*Thos suffering with addiction, poverty, &/or depression
*Unspoken Prayers
*Families
The Care Corner
Kathy Howard
Margaret Glassley

Guidance & Protection
Brandun Schweizer
Quinn Bacon
Aaron Hale
Kyle Titus

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have a special need for prayer, the
prayer chain can be activated by calling
church Secretary Jane Bachman (785-2314)

All Military Personal, All Victims of War

Pastor Toby Guill maybe reached @ 219-850-3768
Or email at toby.guill@inumc.org

********** Church Office Hours ********
Tuesday—Thursday 8am –noon
My hours vary, please call

THE
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March Birthdays
Adele Lundahl
Renni Stallings
Kathy Hutchison
Kathryn Bartels
Teresa Stowers
Pam McKee
Leah Nittner
Carol Bloom
Jane Pawlik
Lynn Davis
Clayton Herrold
Kathy Howard
Sara Jerde

March Dates of Joining

1-Mar
2-Mar
7-Mar
9-Mar
11-Mar
12-Mar
16-Mar
17-Mar
18-Mar
20-Mar
24-Mar
28-Mar
31-Mar

March Anniversaries

George & Carol Wyel

WELCOME STATEMENT
“With open hearts, open minds and open
doors; we welcome people of all races, nationalities theologies and abilities. We welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities. We offer a safe and compassionate
place to reconcile faith, identity, hope, understanding and mutual respect”.

February Giving
Date
Worship
1/30/2022
29
2/6/2022
42
2/13/2022
35
2/20/2022
32
2/27/2022
36

$
$
$
$
$

Giving
3,633.00
3,242.00
1,222.00
917.50
1,455.00

3/7/1999 Cody Buchanan
3/9/2008
Penny Coates
3/23/1986
Amanda Elkins
3/9/2008
Kim Glassley
3/9/2008 Nicole Glassley
3/9/2008
Mark Glassley
3/30/1969 Charley Herrold
3/30/1969
Jean Herrold
3/27/1988
Eric Long
3/9/2008
Lisa Luellman
3/9/2008 Bob McCaughey
3/9/2008 Sheila McCaughey
3/9/2008
Cheryl White
3/4/2012
Paul Lawson

3-Mar

Westville United Methodist Church

Give as the Lord calls you to give:
be as generous to God as God has been
to you!
Thank you for being Faithful Givers
Your tithes and offerings maybe mailed
to
WUMC P O Box 619, Westville, In 46391
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Care & Share Friday Back Pack Ministry
The WUMC BACKPACKS ministry is in business again, and is currently supplying 37 food bags weekly
to kids in grades K-12 at Westville Schools. Because of the Pandemic, there are some new safety
guidelines. All food must be pre-packaged. The following items are needed:
Canned meals, such as spaghettio’s, ravioli, Soup
Canned meats, such as chicken, tuna
Mac & cheese meals or individual servings
Cereal (individual servings or smaller boxes that will fit in a bag
Pancake mix
Snacks Individually packaged such as Cheezits, crackers, pretzels, nuts, raisins,
Granola bars, breakfast bars
Individual serving fruit cups, such as applesauce, peaches, pears
Individual Instant oatmeal
Individual Puddings
Hot cocoa to be mixed with water
We also really need volunteers! PACKERS (Thursday’s) and DELIVERERS (Fridays)
PLEASE CONTACT KAY TETZLOFF
TO VOLUNTEER.

Thank you for helping to fill the Blessings Box.

With the cold/freezing or warm/hot weather please
make sure your items are weather worthy. If you
would like to make other donations the Food Pantry
tub is in the hall near the back of the church.
Thank you for all your donations!!!
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Church Council 2/21/2022
Present Evert, Kay, Jane, Kathie L, Amanda, Pastor, Cory
Kay shared devotion
The minutes of the Jan. meeting were approved.
NB: Amanda asked to begin a low impact walking/exercise class on Mon. and Thurs. at 2pm.
We are having radio signal issues. The Year End Report has been sent.
Discipleship: Kay Tetzloff:
Education: Amanda is prepare for an Easter Egg Hunt and we will again offer the Egg your
yard event as a fundraiser for youth kids programs
VBS will be held in July and a program is being ordered. Amanda made a motion to transfer
$500.00 from the General Fund to the VBS fund. Kay 2nd the motion that passes.
Worship: We will begin asking for Greeters and Ushers for the worship service and Kay will
hold a meeting to share information those offering to help out.
Outreach: Kathie Long
Care & Share: We are adding more food to the older kid’s bags. We will be offering vouchers
to the local grocery store for perishable and other items. We discussed a summer meal for
those who receive the food bags
Resale Shop: The Resale will be switching over to spring items soon.
Finance: Jane made a motion to pay off the loan for the basement and deplete the Basement
Capital fund with the payment to the contractor and discontinue applying rent money and have
it go to building maintence fund. Evert 2nded the motion and the motion passes. Also the Resale shop was asked to write check to the church when making donations so the projects can
show up in our year end reports.
Trustee: The trustees meet and voted to hire T & M Construction to complete the flooring in
the basement. The trustees asked the church council to approve their request. Kay made a motion to finish floor and trim by T & M Construction dependent on the Resale Shop Funding.
Evert 2nd the motion and the motion passed.
Pastors Comments: Pastor stated that we have 5 new members. We also have some
younger adults attending church J
Meeting adjourned
Jane Bachman
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Men’s Breakfast 9 am
Resale Shop 9-noon
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Kairos Mtg AM
Resale Shop 9-12

FLC Rented for afternoon
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Resale Shop 9-noon
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